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Rules

1. No more than five books per author.

2. Must be a book I own.

3. No more than one hundred books total.
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Structure

1. Economic Theory: Classical

2. Economic Theory: Marginal Turn

3. Economic Theory: Modern

4. Applied Economics

5. Economic History

6. History of Economics

7. Individual Authors (4-5 entries)

8. Absolute Top 10



Economic Theory: 
Classical
• Bastiat, Frédéric, Essays on Political Economy, trans. David A. 

Wells (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1877).

• Cantillon, Richard, Essay on the Nature of Trade in General, 
trans. Antoin E. Murphy (1755; Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 
2015).

• Condillac, Etienne Bonnot, Abbé de, Commerce and 
Government: Considered in their Mutual Relationship, trans. 
Shelagh Eltis (1776; Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1997).

• Say, Jean-Baptiste, A Treatise on Political Economy, trans. C.R. 
Prinsep, 6th edn (1832; Philadelphia, PA: Claxton, Remsen & 
Haffelfinger, 1880).

• Smith, Adam, The Wealth of Nations, ed. Edwin Cannan
(1776; New York: Modern Library, 2000).

• Turgot, Anne-Robert-Jacques, The Turgot Collection, ed. 
David Gordon (Alabama, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 
2011).



Economic Theory: 
Marginal Turn

• Böhm-Bawerk, Eugen, Capital and Interest, trans. George D. Hunke and Hans F. Sennholz, 3 vols 
(1884; South Holland, IL: Libertarian Press, 1959).

• ---, Karl Marx and the Close of His System, ed. Paul M. Sweezy (1896; New York: Augustus M. Kelley, 
1949).

• ---, Shorter Classics of Eugen Böhm-Bawerk, Volume 1, ed. Hans F. Sennholz (South Holland, IL: 
Libertarian Press, 1962). 

• Cannan, Edwin, Wealth: A Brief Explanation of the Causes of Economic Welfare, 3rd edn (1914; New 
York and London: P.S. King and Staples Limited, 1946).

• Frank Fetter, The Principles of Economics with Applications to Practical Problems (New York: The 
Century Co., 1904).

• Jevons, Williams Stanley, The Theory of Political Economy, 5th edn (1871; New York and London: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).

• ---, The Principles of Economics: A Fragment of a Treatise on the Industrial Mechanism of Society and 
other Papers (London: Macmillan, 1905).

• Menger, Carl, The Principles of Economics, trans. James Dingwell and Bert F. Hoselitz (1871; Auburn, 
AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2007).

• Wicksteed, Philip, The Common Sense of Political Economy, ed. Lionel Robbins, 2 vols (1910; London: 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1949).



Economic Theory: 
Modern

• Block, Walter, An Austro-Libertarian Critique of Public Choice (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2017).

• Boettke, Peter J. (ed.), Handbook on Contemporary Austrian Economics (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar 
Publishers, 2010).

• Buchanan, James M., Cost and Choice (Chicago, IL: Markham, 1969).

• ---, What Should Economists Do? (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1979).

• Buchanan, James M., and G.F. Thirlby (eds), L.S.E. Essays on Cost (New York: Littlehampton Book Services, 
1973).

• Friedman, David D., The Machinery of Freedom: Guide to a Radical Capitalism, 3rd edn (1973; New York: 
Open Court Publishing Company, 2014). 

• Friedman, Milton, The Indispensable Milton Friedman: Essays on Politics and Economics, ed. Lanny Ebenstein
(Washington, DC: Regnery, 2012).

• ---, Milton Friedman on Freedom: Selections from the Collected Works of Milton Friedman, ed. Robert Leeson 
and Charles G. Palm (Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution, 2017).

• Hoppe, Hans-Herman, A Theory of Socialism and Capitalism (1989; Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 
2010).

• ---, The Economics and Ethics of Private Property (1993; Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2006).

• ---, Economic Science and the Austrian Method (Alabama, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 1995).

• Kirzner, Israel M., The Meaning of the Market Process (New York and London: Routledge, 1992).

• ---, The Economic Point of View (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 2009).

• O’Driscoll, Gerald P. and Mario J. Rizzo, Austrian Economics Re-examined: The Economics of Time and 
Ignorance (1985; New York and London: Routledge, 2016).

• Schumpeter, Joseph A., Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy, 2nd edn (1942; Floyd, VA: Wilder Publications, 
2012).



Applied Economics (1)
• Acemoglu Daron, and James A. Robinson, Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, 

Prosperity and Poverty (London: Profile Books, 2013).

• Admati, Anat, and Martin Hellwig, The Bankers’ New Clothes: What’s Wrong with 
Banking and What to Do about It (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2013).

• Armentano, Dominick T., Antitrust and Monopoly: Anatomy of a Policy Failure, 2nd edn
(1982; Oakland, CA: The Independent Institute, 1996).

• Block, Walter, and Thomas DiLorenzo, Defending the Undefendable (1976; Auburn, AL: 
Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2008).

• DiLorenzo, Thomas J., The Problem with Socialism (Washington, DC: Regnery, 2016).

• Friedman, Milton, and George J. Stigler, Roofs or Ceilings?: The Current Housing 
Problem (New York: Foundation for Economic Education, 1946).

• Jevons, William Stanley, The Coal Question; An Inquiry concerning the Progress of the 
Nation, and the Probable Exhaustion of our Coal-mines, 2nd edn (London: Macmillan, 
1866).

• Klein, Peter G., The Capitalist and the Entrepreneur: Essays on Organizations and 
Markets (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2010).

• Leeson, Peter T., The Invisible Hook: The Hidden Economics of Pirates (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 2009).



Applied 
Economics (2)

• Murphy, Robert P., Contra-Krugman: Smashing the Errors of America’s 
Most Famous Keynesian (Ann Arbor, MI: Sheridan Books, 2018), pp. 314-
5.

• Olson, Mancur, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the 
Theory of Groups (1965; Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1974). 

• Read, Leonard E., I, Pencil (1958; Atlanta, GA: Foundation for Economic 
Education, 2015).

• Reed, W. Lawrence (ed.), Excuse Me, Professor: Challenging the Myths of 
Progressivism, ed. Lawrence W. Reed (Washington, DC: Regnery 
Publishing, 2015).

• Taleb, Nassim Nicholas, Antifragile: Things That Gain from Disorder (New 
York and London: Penguin, 2013).

• Thornton, Mark, The Skyscraper Curse: How Austrian Economists 
Predicted Every Major Economic Crisis of the Past Century (Auburn, AL: 
Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2018).

• Vedder, Richard K., and Lowell E. Gallaway, Out of Work: Unemployment 
and Government in the Twentieth Century (New York and London: New 
York University Press, 1997).



Economic 
History

• Anderson, Terry L. and Peter J. Hall, The Not So Wild, Wild West: Property Rights on the 
Frontier (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2004).

• Broadberry, Stephen, Bruce M.S. Campbell, Alexander Klein, Mark Overton, and Bas van 
Leeuwen, British Economic Growth: 1270-1870 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2015).

• Cannan, Edwin, The History of Local Rates in England: In Relation to the Proper Distribution of 
the Burden of Taxation, 2nd edn (1896; London: P.S. King & Son, 1912).

• Deane, Phyllis, and W.A. Cole, British Economic Growth: 1688-1959 (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1962).

• Floud, Roderick and D.N. McCloskey (eds), The Economic History of Britain since 1700, 3 vols 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

• Folsom, Jr., Burton, The Myth of the Robber Barons: A New Look at the Rise of Big Business in 
America (1987; Herndon, VA: Young America’s Foundation, 2013).

• Higgs, Robert, Crisis and Leviathan (1987; Oakland, CA: The Independent Institute, 2013).

• Hülsmann, Jörg Guido, The Ethics of Money Production (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, 2008).

• Mitchell, B.R., Economic Development of the British Coal Industry, 1800-1904 (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1984).

• ---, British Historical Statistics (1988; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011).

• Schettinger, Robert L. and Eamonn F. Butler, Forty Centuries of Wage and Price Controls: How 
Not to Fight Inflation (Washington, DC: The Heritage Foundation, 1979).



History of Economics

• Cannan, Edwin, A History of the Theories of Production and Distribution (1893; New York: 
August M. Kelley, 1967).

• Groenewegen, Peter, Eighteenth Century Economics: Turgot, Beccaria and Smith and their 
Contemporaries (New York and London: Routledge, 2002).

• Kates, Steve, Say’s Law and the Keynesian Revolution How Macroeconomic Theory Lost 
its Way (Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 1998).

• Schumpeter, Joseph A., The Theory of Economic Development, trans. Redvers Opie (1934; 
New York and London: Routledge, 2017).

• ---, History of Economic Analysis, ed. Elizabeth Boody Schumpeter (1954; New York and 
London: Routledge, 2006).

• Skousen, Mark, Vienna & Chicago, Friends or Foes?: A Tale of Two Schools of Free-Market 
Economics (Washington, DC: Regnery Publishing, 2005).
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Henry Hazlitt

• Hazlitt, Henry, Economics in One Lesson, 2nd edn. 
(1946; New York: Three Rivers Press, 1979).

• ---, The Failure of the “New Economics”: An 
Analysis of Keynesian Fallacies (New York: D. 
Nostrand Company, 1959).

• ---, The Wisdom of Henry Hazlitt, ed. Hans F. 
Sennholz (New York: The Foundation for Economic 
Education, 1993).

• ---, Business Tides: The Newsweek Era of Henry 
Hazlitt (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 
2011).



F.A. Hayek

• Hayek, F.A.., Individualism and Economic Order (1948: Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 1980).

• ---, Studies in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 1967).

• ---, 1980s Unemployment and the Unions: The Distortion of the 
Relative Prices by Monopoly in the Labour Market, 2nd edn (1980; 
London: The Institute of Economic Affairs, 1984).

• ---, The Trend of Economic Thinking: Essays on Political 
Economists and Economic History, ed. W.W. Bartley III and 
Stephen Kresge (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1991).

• ---, Business Cycles, Part 1, ed. Hanjoerg Klausinger (Indianapolis, 
IN: Liberty Fund, 2012).



W.H. Hutt

• Hutt, W.H., The Theory of Collective 
Bargaining (London: P.S. King & Son, 1930).

• ---, The Theory of Idle Resources (London: 
Jonathan Cape, 1939).

• ---, The Economics of the Colour Bar (London: 
The Institute of Economic Affairs, 1964).

• ---, A Rehabilitation of Say’s Law (Athens, OH: 
Ohio University Press, 1974).



Ludwig von Mises

• Mises, Ludwig von, The Theory of Money and Credit, trans. 
H.E. Batson (1912; Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 1981).

• ---, Socialism: An Economic and Sociological Analysis, trans 
J. Kahane (1922; New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 
1951). 

• ---, Epistemological Problems of Economics, trans. George 
Reisman (1933; Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund).

• ---, Human Action: A Treatise on Economics (New Haven, 
CT: Yale University Press, 1949).

• ---, Planning for Freedom: Let the System Work, ed. Bettina 
Bien Greaves (1952; Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 2008).



Lionel Robbins

• Robbins, Lionel, An Essay on the Nature and Significance of Economic 
Science, 2nd edn (1932; London: Macmillan & Co., 1945).

• ---, The Evolution of Modern Economic Theory and Other Papers on the 
History of Economic Thought (Chicago, IL: Aldine Publishing Company, 
1970).

• ---, Political Economy: Past and Present: A Review of Leading Theories of 
Economic Policy (New York: Columbia University Press, 1976).

• ---, Economic Science and Political Economy: Selected Articles, ed. Susan 
Howson (New York: New York University Press, 1997).

• ---, A History of Economic Thought: The LSE Lectures, ed. Steven G. 
Medema and Warren J. Samuels (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1998).



Murray N. Rothbard

• Rothbard, Murray N., Man, Economy and State with Power 
and Market (1962; Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises Institute, 
2009).

• ---, America’s Great Depression (Princeton, NJ: D. Van 
Nostrand, 1963).

• ---, The Mystery of Banking (1983; Auburn, AL: Ludwig von 
Mises Institute, 2008).

• ---, An Austrian Perspective on the History of Economic 
Thought, 2 vols (1995; Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, 2006).

• ---, Economic Controversies (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, 2011).



Thomas Sowell

• Sowell, Thomas, Knowledge and Decisions (1980; New 
York: Basic Books, 1996).

• ---, Basic Economics: A Common Sense Guide to the 
Economy, 5th edn (2001; New York: Basic Books, 2014).

• ---, Affirmative Action Around the World: An Empirical 
Study (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005).

• ---, The Housing Boom and Bust (New York: Basic Books, 
2009).

• ---, Discriminations and Disparities (New York: Basic 
Books, 2018).



George J. Stigler

• Stigler, George J., Production and Distribution 
Theories: The Formative Period (New York: 
Macmillan, 1941).

• ---, The Theory of Price, 3rd edn (1947; New York 
and London: Macmillan, 1966).

• ---, Essays in the History of Economics (Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 1965).

• ---, The Essence of Stigler, ed. Kurt R. Leube and 
Thomas Gale Moore (Stanford, CA: Hoover 
Institution Press, 1986).



Absolute Top 
Ten

10. Hülsmann, Jörg Guido, The Ethics of Money Production (Auburn, AL: Ludwig von Mises 
Institute, 2008).

9. Buchanan, James M., Cost and Choice (Chicago, IL: Markham, 1969).

8. Hutt, W.H., The Theory of Idle Resources (London: Jonathan Cape, 1939).

7. Hayek, F.A., Business Cycles, Part 1, ed. Hanjoerg Klausinger (Indianapolis, IN: Liberty Fund, 
2012).

6. Higgs, Robert, Crisis and Leviathan (1987; Oakland, CA: The Independent Institute, 2013).

5. Olson, Mancur, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups (1965; 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1974). 

4. Robbins, Lionel, An Essay on the Nature and Significance of Economic Science, 2nd edn (1932; 
London: Macmillan & Co., 1945).

3. Sowell, Thomas, Knowledge and Decisions (1980; New York: Basic Books, 1996).

2. Rothbard, Murray N., Man, Economy and State with Power and Market (1962; Auburn, AL: 
Ludwig von Mises Institute, 2009).

1. Mises, Ludwig von, Human Action: A Treatise on Economics (New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press, 1949).


